EMBASSY OF THE PHILIPPINES V
ISLAMABAD, PAKISTAN

BAGONG PILIPINAS

PHILIPPENESEMBASSY CELEBRATES FLORES DE MAYO
IN ISLAMABAD:
A TRIBUTE TO TRADITION, CULTURE, AND
COMMUNITY

ISLAMABAD, 18 May 2025—The Philippine Embassy in Islamabad Warmly
celebrated Flores de Mayo with a festive and heartfelt gatheririg hosted by

Amhassador—designate Dr. Emmanuel R. Fernandez and Madame Alicia
Kalaw-Fernandez at the Chancery grounds.

A beloved Filipino tradition honoring the Virgin Mary and the arrival of
spring, Flores ge Mayo at the Philippine Embassy culminated in a sprightly
re-enactment of the Santacruzan—a religious—historieal procession that
commemorates Queen Helena’s legendary search for the True Cross.
Representing Reyna Elena (Queen Helena), Constantine, the Twelve Stars,
and other traditional figures such as Damas y Caballeros (noble ladies and
gentlemen), Filipino women in Pakistan graeed the Chaneery grounds n
exquisite loallgowns reminiscent of pageant royalty. The procession ended
with a floral offering and prayer at a Marian altar.

Adding to the festivity were lively cultural performanees presented hy
various Filipino community groups from Islamabad and Lahore. These
showcased the richness of Philippine heritage through traditional dance,
song, and poetry—further enlivening the event and fostering a deep sense of

shared identity and pride.

This year’s celebration brought together members of the Filipino
community in Lahore and Islamabad, offering a rare moment of respite, joy,
and connection. Guests enjoyed a potluck feast of Filipino favorite dishes

and refreshments, generously S(})OHSOI’ﬁd and preparc by thﬁ Phillpplne

Emhassy and various Filipino—le organizations in Pakistan.

A particularly meaningful aspect of the event was the presence of PakWives,
a1 network of F ilipino women married to Pakistani nationals. Their
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served not only as a gesture of community building but also as an avenue for
promoting gender and development (GAD), in line with the Embassy’s
Projects, Activities, and Programs (PAPs). In an informal yet impacttul
setting, the women had the opportunity to engage with the Ambassador and
Madame Fernandez, share tEeir lived experiences, raise concerns, and
highlight their advocacies—bringing visibility to the unique circumstances
ofg Filipino-Pakistani families and reinforcing the Embassy’s support for
inclusive community engagement.

The Philippine Embassy extends its heartfelt thanks to all Earticipants,
performers, volunteers, and community partners who helped make this
year’s Flores de Mayo celebration a truly memorable and unitying event.
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Ambassador-designate Emmanuel R. Fernandez and Madame Alicia Kalaw-Fernandez
(center, back row) pose for a group photo with the Philippine Embassy Team and
participants of the Flores de Mayo Santacruzan event.
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